Philadelphia, Pa. Insanity is a word of very simple content as to its derivation, and means merely want of health. We apply it exclusively to the mind, and to a very special and extreme condition of mental ill health.
But the truth is that insanity exists in all degrees, from inhibition by a "feeling-bias," which prevents the acceptance of a fact, to inability to distinguish between fact and a figment of the imagination. These minor degrees of insanity are not generally accepted as such, but the evolution of psychological science is bringing us more and more fully to the realization of the truth that such they really are.
Mind The Freudian method should receive due welcome and support as a powerful remedial agency for the physically normal mind infected with inhibitions; but much more confidently should we depend upon an infinitely more efficacious preventive agency,?the education of the young child in a way which will prevent the planting of any inhibition to the perfect freedom of the reasoning processes, and which wall thus do away, in the physically normal mind at least, with insanity in all its forms.
